From: Anita MonCrief [mailto:anita.moncrief@
Sent: Monday, March 16, 2009 7:51 PM

To: Heideibaugh, Heather S.

Subject: Re: FW: Re: From Stephanie

Stephanie Strom. We used these accounts to communicate contidently under the NYT radar. She told me that
she often uses these tvpe of accounts for her sources

On Mon, Mar 16, 2009 at 7:40 PM. Heidelbaugh, Heather S. - - wrote’

Who s annte maus”




-—-On Thu, 7/10/08. readerservice@nytimes.com <readerservice(@nytimes.com™> wiote:

From: readerservice@unytimes.com <readerservice(@nytumes.com>
Subject: To our New York Times reader

To: ispeakthetruth
Date: Thursday. July 10, 2008, 5:01 AM

Thank you for writing to us. Your message has been received and will be forwarded to the reporter you
contacted. Please note that messages are delivered once per day, at 8 am. (EST). Because of the high volume of
responses we get from readers, not all communications can be responded to personally. But be assured that we
want to hear your thoughts. (Please do not reply to this e-mail as this address is not monitored for incoming

messages. )




~=— On Fri, 7/11/08, Tina Jon=s “ispeakthetruthirs
wrote:

From: Tina Jones <ispeakthatruth’

w

To: "Stephani= Strom" <ssstrom@nytimes.com>

Dat=: Friday, July 11, 2008, 9:03 AM
It is kind of zonfusing but once e
sense. Tnh= v I forwarded vyou that =smail is
emploves of ACORN and PV his other email is

Just let me kiow.
looking at it make
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polnatl5@acorn.org and the PV email address is the one created for
external purposes. This government grant was solicited by PV for ACORN and
then

ACORN employees conspired to create "expansive" reports to document the
use of the funds. The donor list is just a list of what we like to call
the usual suspects (those who give every year to PV/ACORN.) I also have
some internal memos relating to the Wade situation but I can not scan
those in until next week. I am not sure what you can do with all this but
I will try my best to help.

I am a little hesitant to call, as I do not want to become too involved
with my name. I actually work for one of the labor organizations now and
ACORN and labor are way too close for comfort.




————— Original Message ----

From: Stephanie Strom <ssstrom@nytimes.com>
To: Tina Jones <isp2akthetruth:

Sent: Friday, July 11, 2008 11:49:4% aM

S

ubject: Re:

Thanks for all of this. I need help lntarpreting ik,
thing I can c<learly ses in what

though. The only

you sent me 15 the transrfers to CCI, etc. Maybe vyou could walk me through

the other docs?

Tks, Stephanie




————— Sriginal Message —----

From: 3tsphanie Strom <ssstromdnytimes. com>
T2: ispeakthetruth:

Sent: Thursday, July 31, 2003 3:0%:50 AM
Subjacit: Can u check?

Hiva. [ heard osvernight cthat vesterday was a huge scramble at PV due to my
calls. Apparently, 5
Sandy or Wellspring finally put up 3575,000 to g=t them through August.




————— Original Message ----

From: Stephanie Strom <ssstrom@nytimes.-om>
To: Tina Jone2s <ispeakthatruth

Sent: Thursday, July 31, 2008 5:17:49% pM

Subject: Ra: I am pretty sure that YOou saw this

We were laughing together! I have to say, I read the storv with an
increasing sanse of relief because I think they missed the big picture,
i.e. what vou and I have been talking about.

I really want to see 1024 Elysian Fields in New Orleans. It's the official
"home" of somsthing like

50-plus Acorn related entities. Tha real story to all this is how these
myriad entities allow them to shuffle money around so much that no one
really knows what's getting spent on what -- and for the charities like
the housing orgs, that's a problem. Charitable money cannot be spent on
political activities. It's a big no-no that can cost organizations their
exemptions.

When you say the DC Local waives the credit report charges if clients sign
up for bank drafts with ACORN, do you mean ACORN actually runs a banking
services organization? That would

be news to me. The rumor I've heard about the chief organizer's fund is
that this is what the

Rathkes have used to "repay" Acorn and the two charities that Dale
embezzled from. It's a huge

slush bucket controlled by Wade and Maude Hurd, no one else.

SIGH.




————— Original Message ----

From: Stephanie Strom <ssstrom@nytimes.com=

Te: Tina Jones <ispeakthetruthy

Sent: Thursday. July 31, 2008 6:06:26 PM

Subject: Re: [am pretty sure that vou saw this

You are a gold mine! =)

What's a VITA Tax Site? And are you telling me that there were two grants of $7.000 apiece that
belonged to DC Acorn that were never handed over until this scandal broke? That's wild.

A colleage of mine had just suggested that | try to get in touch with Amy Shur. Why would she want to

be rehired by Acorn”
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—=— On Fri, 8/1/08, Tina Jones <ispeakthetruth

From: Tina Jones <ispeakthetruthi
Subject: Re: I am pretty sure that you saw this

To: "Stephanie Strom" <ssstrom@@nytimes.com>

Date: Friday, August 1, 2008, 9:02 aM

[ will come back to vour questions below. My friend at DC local Knows
Sarah (spelling) Roberts at

Wellspring srobertsfwellspringadvisors.com. She is trying to confirm the
Grant as w2 sp=2ak. Theay ara

really good friends and she also asked about seeing the BV lettér. I told
her that I would have to get

permission from you {(and the letter), but I suspect that the request is

coming from Sarah. I will be at the
8th St office this weekend and may have more info for you on Monday .

Organized in partnership with the IRS Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
\VITA) program, the ACORN

Free Tax Prep Centers opperate in several major cities. They receive money

from the government, from
H&R Block and other grants to run these tax centers. DC ACORN had two

grants that disapeared and this
would not be the first time. It is the first time that they gave the money

back though.

I am going to have to call you about the Amy Shur thing, it is an overly

complicated story that goes back
a year and ends with them giving her a letter from legal stating that she

could not come near our annual
organizers event in New Orleans last year. It almost caused a riot of head

organizers at the event.

By the way, my name is Anita. 703- You can call me anytime, I do
trust you and the fake name
thing is so overrated :)




————— Original Message ----

From: Stephanie Strom <ssstrom{@nytimes.com>
To: Tina Jones ~ispeakthetruth

Sent: Sunday, August 3. 2008 115115 AM
Subject: Re: I am pretty sure that vou saw this

So sorry [ didn't respond more promptly. [ was out of the office on Friday and have just reconnected.

Thanks so much for this. I'm getting a clear picture of what went down last week with the fund raising letter and
their scramble to get money somewhere, anyway. in response to my questions. Why not just say they're having
trouble? So are lots of nonprofit groups right now, even those that arent connected to a scandal of any sort.
Sometimes the cover up is worse than what's being covered up. '

[ have heard other groups are also getting "found"” money from CCI. I suspect this is an effort to paper over
another problem.

I'm interested in Amy Shur because a good colleague of mine interviewed her a year or so ago and just asked
whether she might be a part of this story in some way. I look forward to hearing about it!

Thanks for sharing your name. I'm good at keeping sources to myself, so please don't worry.




-== On Mon, 8/4/08, 7ini .jin=s <ispeakthetrurh

From: Tina Jones <ispeakih
ct: Re: I am pretty
To: "Stephanie Strom” <«

i

Date: Monday, August 4

nat yvou saw this
vtimes.com>

8, 2:12 pPM

[

I think that is wise. I o] I today and I have to say that
you have a lot of people dge and the factions are very real and vocal.
Still working on how much I want to spill but check sut Sidley g

Austin and their recent work for ACORN. There work may be actually a
preemptive undercover strike by

Sidley & Austin for anothar one of their high profile connesctions who has

an interest in what Is b2ing dug
up about ACORN and PV.

I do have other info but my blackness is preventing me from divulging it
right now 1)

The associate quit becauss she was not getting paid and she was not
comfortable with some requests that included forging a signature on a
legal document. She has been in contact but I am slowly bringing her

around




----- Original Message ----

From: Stephanie Strom “’ssstrom@nytimes.com>
To: Tina Jones <ispeakthetruth?

Sent: Monday, August 4. 2008 2:40-00 PM
Subject: Re: I am pretty sure that you saw this

Thanks much. [ may wait to contact her until the end as [ know the Acorn folks are keeping a close eye on my
every move.

I have also heard that Wade is not going quietly into the night - but [ always thought it was naive ot them to
think he would do so. He really has control of the whole thing through the way he's structured this web of
entities, and it all appears to be legal. He's played the woetul lack of laws and regulations in this sector to a fare
thee well.

Any idea why the associate quit? Does it have anything to do with their financial straits” [ have also heard about
factions but can't figure out who's lining up with whom. Any ideas”




————— Oniginal Message ----

Erom: Stephanie Strom <ssstrom/@nytimes.com >
To: ispeakthetruth

Sent: Tuesday, August 12, 2008 4:02:22 PM
Subject: Possible?

Hi, Tina,

Is it possible to get any sort of paper trail that would establish that Zach Pollett gets paid by PV, Acorn, CS! and whatever
else? I'm trying to get as much as | can on paper . ..

Hope you're well. Best, Stephanie




——— On Wed, $/3/08, annia Maus <anniemausfAgmaili.
From: Annie Maus <anniemausfgmail.com>
Subject: From Stephanise

To: eternal phoenixrising

Date: Wednesday, September '3, 2008, 10:3

-
13

Hiya. So sorry I didn't forward this vesterdasy .
computer, I had forgottan
to bring along your address.

I hope your visit to the doctor was encouraging.
need to take care of
yourself!

Zom> wrote:

When I finally got to a

Sounds like you really

Anyway, so here's where you can reach me going forward. Thanks for all
yway ¥ g g

your great help.

Cheers, Stephanie

-




_____ riguat LVICDbaéb -

From: Stephanie Strom <ssstrom{@nytimes.com™>
To: ispeakthetruth:

Seat: Thursday, September 4, 2008 3:13:10 PM
Subject: Sorry, but . ..

t wasn't sure you were getting my messages sent otherwise.

I would really, really like to talk to . 1 just got part of the court filing -- our fax machine is notorious for eating parts of
faxes -- and | can see that { need to write a story about the charges she and Karen Inman are making. Itis absolutely

unbelievable how the IMC is being treated.

Also, do you have any idea who the member is who was slammed up against the wall over her desire to pursue the case?
I'd love to try to track her down. )

Also, again, do you know whether the Project Vote board ever held meetings that produced minutes?

Hope you're in better health. Cheers, Stephanie




--- On Thu, 9/4/08, Tina Jones <ispeakthetruthi 3 1> wrote:

From: Tina Jones <tspeakthetruthy,

Subject: Re: Sorry, but

To: "Stephanie Strom" <ssstrom@nytimes.com™
Date: Thursday, September 4. 2008, 6:28 PM

Project Vote board never held any meeting in the 2 1/2 years that | was there.
I can find out about the member, but she may be afraid to taik.

'is playing hard ball, but { wilt work on it.




————— vriginal Messags ---—-
From: Stephanie Strom <ssstrom@nytimes -

To: Tina Jones <ispeakthetruth ™

Sent: Thursday, Seprembar 4, 2008 8:59:59 pM

Subject: Re: Sorry, but .

You O.K.? Please tell mz yes!

Thanks for checking for me. I have found mobile number and will
try to reach her

myself. I tried reaching Karen Inman today -- interestingly, her home
phone voicemail box is

entirely full -- and I can't reach the lawyer in New Orleans because his

office is closed due to
Gustav. I'm going to write a story about the quest for injunction and

would like not to have to
say that I couldn't reach . Karen or the lawyer.

I don't need to "out" the member who was intimidated. I basically just

need her to confirm what
I've been told. I can then recount the incident as 1f I know it to be

ftacct.

BTW, Bertha is named in the court papers as one of those blocking the
IMC's efforts to get
financial information. That's very interesting.




-— On Fri, 9/5/08, Annie Maus <qnaiemaus@gmail.cont> wrote:

From: Annie Maus <anniemaus@gmail.com>
Subject: Re: From Stephante

To: eternal_phoenixrising
Date: Friday, September 5, 2008, 9:38 PM

I'm sorry to hear that your job situation is so awful. From my interaction with vou, I can tell you are
smart, motivated and principled, so I know you'll find something good.

[ left a message for ~ today. If you speak with her again. tell her she's being told a lie. [ am all over the
story and plan to file a story about the petition she filed either Monday or Tuesday of next week.

[ intend to call Bertha and Wade on Monday for comment. as well as the spokesman for the
organization. I would also like very much to recount the tale of the treatment of the member you
mentioned. Can you fill me in some more on this? Was this a board member or a regular Acorn
member? Where did the incident occur, in the DC Acorn office?” Was Bertha present? Who backed the

member up against the wall? As many specifics as possible will help me ask questions of them.




On Sat, Sep 6, 2008 at 8:12 PM, Phoenix Rising <eternal_phoenixrising

o wrote:
[ am on it. Will call you tonight.

"When through the old oak forest [ am gone. Lel me not wander in a barren dream: But. when [ am consumed
in the fire, give me new phoenix wings to fly aft my desire.” John Keats.




—== On Sun, 9/7/08, annie Maus <anniemaus@gmail.com> wrote:
From: Annie Maus <anni2mauslgmail.com>

Subject: Re: From 3tephanie

To: eternal phosnixrising

Date: Sunday, September 7, 2008, 9:16 AM

Sorry. Just got this. Am up in CT until tonight, i.e Sunday night, and my
mobile doesn't work

here.

and K's complaints 1n the court petition are going to put pressure on
funders. They
demanded a forensic audit and suggested a well-known, credible firm to do

it. Bertha has told
them, though, that the auditors came back with a contract that was "too

expensive." That's what

Dale told funders back when they were hoping Arthur Anderson would take
over auditing. I just

don't see how, when people are refusing to fund, anything that would
reassure them can be "too

expensive."




Un Sun, dep /. 2008 at 1:52 PM, Phoentx Rising <eternal phoenixrising . > wrote:

An email was sent you about Bertha trying to force a member from Michigan to sign a blank piece of paper to
be used to pull the petition. There are two members from Michigan and both have been harrassed. An email was
sent around to the board about Bertha's actions and the phone calls to members. They need 2/3 of the board to
pull the petition and they are in high attack mode. Story has to hit before they get the votes.

We need to talk, they are working on trying to discredit you in an effort to get you fired Check all sources and
do not trust Paul. You need to speak to the lawyers on Monday. James Gray is the guy.

http:/michellemalkin.com/2008/08/ 22/acorn-watch-pt-ii-obama-hid-800000-payment-to-acorn-through-citizen-
services-inc/

I mentioned before that I had info that my blackness would not let me confirm, but since Malkin is all over i, 1

will tell you of constant-contact between the Obama and Clinton campaign and Project Vote. I even have the
donor lists from Clinton and Obama. Malkin also exposed the money connection and I was aware of that. [ am

sorry, but I believe in Obama and did not want to help the republicans.

"When through the old oak forest [ am gone, Let me not wander in a barren dream: But, when [ am consumed
in the fire, give me new phoenix wings to fly at my desire,” John Keats.
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-== On Sun, 9/7/08, annie Maus <anniemaus@gmail.com> wrote:
From: Annie Maus <anniemaus@gmail.com>

Subject: Re: Off the subject

To: eternal phoenixrising

Date: Sunday, September 7, 2008, 1:59 PM
C

Haven't received any email so far. Looked at a board list and count three
members from
Michigan -- Karen Flagg, Adrianna Jones and Jamesie Morgan. Thess poor .

board members

Don't worry. I'll be careful when talking to Paul. T anyway have to have
double verification of information before putting it into the paper.

Am also onto the Obama connection, sadly. Would love the donor lists. As

for helping the

Repubs, they're already onto this like white on rice. SIGH.
-




: nLt D=iore tha yao '
Eh2yv ars working on trying to discradgin Yaodnoan 2 fort

do not trust Paul. You ns=d to speak to tne lawy

Monday. Jam=s Grav is
tha guy.

htep:.//michal 13793 22racorn-watch-pr-ii-sbama-hid-302900-
payment - -aa

through-citizen-services-inc/

I mentiosned before that I had info that my blackn=2ss would notr let me
confirm, but since Malkin is al}i over it, 1 will t=11 you of constant
tontact between the Obama and Clinron campaign and Project Vota. T s2ven
have tha donor lists from Clinton and Obama. Malkin also exposed the money
connection and I was aware of that. I am sorry, but I beliave in Obanma and
did not want to help the republicans. "Whan through the old cak forast I
am gona, Let me not wander in a barren dream: But, whan I 5
the fire, give me new phoenix wilngs to fly at my desire, " John Kears.







